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A SYNTHESIS OF REFLECTION AND LEARNING

We do not learn from experience…

We learn from reflecting on experience

- John Dewey
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Tools for
Reflecting and 
Learning

Task 1 (individual task): 
Reflection on Learning

Task 2 (group task):
Presentation of Learning



Reflecting on
Learning
Individual Task

Participants will be expected to reflect 
on certain aspects of the course. 

Reflective Journal

Task 1



TASK 1 (INDIVIDUAL TASK)

To be sent to English Matters during the week after the course



What are you hoping to learn this week? Feel free 
to mention any professional, cultural, linguistic, 
and personal aspects.

How will you incorporate what you have learned?

Have you developed any connections with fellow 
participants for future projects?

Should all learning be inside the classroom? Talk 
about your experience using Contexts4Content.

Do you feel learning a second language is 
important to your students? Why?

What main cultural differences have you found 
between Iceland and your country?

What are your greatest challenges in 
the classroom? 

• To be sent to English Matters during the week after the course



Presentation
of Learning
Group task

We suggest mixed nationality groups 
to expand your learning about 
different educational systems from 
Europe. Groups should have 5-7 
people. 

The presentation will be prepared, 
developed and finalised throughout the 
progression of the course.

In the concluding stage of the course, 
participants will present their learning 
to their fellow participants. 

Task 2



Presentation
of Learning
Group task

Slide 3: Practical application with 
students and educational community 
(dissemination of teaching & learning)

Slide 2: The most representative pictures 
of your experience. These may relate to a 
specific area you have focused on. 

Slide 1: Learning about schools & 
Education System

Task 2
5 minutes to
present your

learning



Some Examples



o traditional (in rows)

o group

o pairs

o individuals

FREEDOM

Arrangement

Classrooms Open space





PECULIARITIES ABOUT 
ICELANDIC SURNAMES

GERMAN SURNAMES: women get the husband’s name when they get married. it’s the normal thing but 

you have the choice not to do it

LITHUANIAN SURNAMES: surnames are similar but end with different suffixes. Males’ suffix -is in 

"Čepulis". The mother in the family has the suffix -ienė "Čepulienė" meaning "Mrs." The daughter in the

family typically has the suffix -__tė "Čepulytė" meaning "Miss". Unmarried women keep their father’s

name.

CZECH REPUBLIC: women take their husband’s name Lukas Kacer and the wife would be Kacerova

DUTCH SURNAMES: unmarried women have the name of their father: Jonneke van Tol. when married: 

Jonneke Steenvoorden

SPANISH SURNAMES: Maria de los Dolores Fuertes de Barriga (Virgin Mary of the Strong 

Stomachache), Jose Manuel de Todos los Santos Martinez-Irujo



Some Examples



A small, young and educated Nation



Menning og Menntun

Culture     and     Education   

(Claxton, 2002)

Active learning and responsibility for their

own progress

Emphasis on building students’ learning power

Atmosphere of safety, warmth and respect

The schools are allowed to decide about the 

school profiles / curricula

Culture and nature are the contents for learning

Key

concepts

Resilience
Resoursefulness

Reflectiveness
Reciprocity

Developing autonomous learning of the students

Compromise between study, work, hobby!

Focus on teaching life skills

Strong national consciousness



First Impressions

You really get into the soul of a country when you are able to understand their own language and their own words in a very 

wide sense, to arrive to the deep meanings that sometimes are kept hidden beyond them. Icelandic educational system as a 

way of building their national identity and their democracy through their myths and their legends. The key of success seems to 

be paying attention to the sense of belonging to a community. A good thing to learn from them!

Sustainability Creativity Autonomy Diversity



Teacher
s Community

Implement the individual approach in 

teaching in a more positive and 

motivating learning environment

Emphasis on collaborative and 

autonomous work

Use real materials in class (photos, 

rocks, music… )

Implement  Interdisciplinary   projects, 
such as:

❖ Literature+English+History: lessons on
Norse Tales and Sagas (…)

❖Geography+Geology: lessons on
volcanoes, glaciers, rocks, fjords (…)

Dissemination

Posting materials about the 

experience

Writing an article about Iceland

Photo Exhibitions

Improve the collaboration 

between the school and 

families

(…)

Prepare seminars about 

Iceland : their culture and 

education system 

Implement in our school 

collaborative work among 

teachers in order to attend 

students with special 

needs.

Help creating a more 

relaxed atmosphere at 
school
(…)

Student
s

„The mind   that opens to a new idea, Never comes back to its original size.“ 

Albert Einstein



Some Examples



Learning about schools
and education system

ICELAND

Greece

Czech Republic
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Most representative pictures of our experience...

Cosy like
Home



Dissemination of teaching & learning

To share about Iceland (culture, history, way of living) in class

To create a website in order to share the 
experimentation in class and through the 

mobility

To give much more autonomy to the students during free time (> to give
them more confidence)

To create a special language room with diferents
spaces of working and relaxing

To settle a specific place with oppotunities to go abroad

To emphasize on the hability and 
capacity of our students



Some Examples









Presentation of
Learning









Presentation of
Learning









Presentation
of Learning
Group task

Task 2Task 1

Reflecting on
Learning
Individual Task



www.englishmatters.org

english@englishmatters.eu

www.facebook.com/englishmatters.org

@EnglishMattersE

@english.matters

Þakka þér fyrir
Thank you!


